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and they will believe that we do not want even to extend our
support to them. This year, at any rate, we must become mem-
bers of the Congress and do as much constructive work as pos-
sible. If they do not want even this next year, then we shall see
what to do. We shall, then, be able to set up a spinning asso-
ciation. Truly speaking, however, such an association will be the
result of our labours during this year. Even if you believe that no-
thing is to be gained by remaining in the Congress, there is at
any rate no harm in doing so.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 17-5-1925

30.   INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS OF INDIA

May 9, 1925

Mr. Gandhi agreed to the existence of individuality in different localities
as suggested by Mr. Ghosh and he said that the work should proceed on the
individuality of each locality,1 but he said that charkha might form the main
part of the constructive work whereas other things might be added to it consult-
ing each individual case. Charkha, he said, could be universally introduced
in every locality. Mr. Ghosh then referred to his Faridpur speech2 wherein
he said it required a strong heart and not a strong arm to deliver the country.
Mr. Gandhi said that we might get swaraj by a strong heart, but to maintain
internal peace and order as well as to protect the country from external ene-
mies, it could require a strong arm. Mr. Gandhi in reply said that he answered
the question in the Toung India3 and he did not say that a strong arm was
not required. Rather the police and the army would be necessary when we
would get swaraj to protect the country, but first of all we must have a strong
heart to attain swaraj.

Awrita Bazar Patrika, 12-5-1925

1 Kali Mohan Ghosh had asked Gandhiji whether charkha, as a part
of the constructive activity, would be equally suitable for people of all localities,
with their different individual characteristics, and whether organizational work
should not take these variations into consideration.

2 Vide "Speech at Bengal Provincial Conference, Faridpur", 3-5-1925.

3  Vide "At it Again", 7-5-1925.